
FORM 1 - ONE FORMER LIVING SPOUSE 

 
DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE HISTORY 

 
POLICY STATEMENTS ON DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE 

Ruling as of August 2002 
 
No applicant whose former spouse is living, or whose spouse’s former spouse is living, shall be considered eligible for 

ministerial credentials except in cases where the divorce occurred because of the infidelity of the former spouse (See Matthew 

19:9), or that the divorce occurred prior to initial conversion (see 2 Corinthians 5:17), or due to abandonment by an unbelieving 

spouse (see 1 Corinthians 7:15). Conversion is interpreted as that point in time when one makes a public commitment to 

Christ, followed by a consistent Christian lifestyle. In no case shall this provision apply to one who once walked with Christ, 

but who later divorced and/or remarried while living in a backslidden condition.   

 

INSTRUCTIONS:  This form is to be completed by the ministerial applicant. The information in this questionnaire will be 

shared with the Administrative Bishop, State Council and the International Executive Committee.  The information in this 

questionnaire will be shared with the International Executive Council as the applicant requests promotion to ordained bishop. 

 
Applicant’s Full Name:              ❑Male ❑Female 

Address:          Church Membership       

City/State/Zip:                  

Phone: ( )     Email:            

Date of Birth:        Date of Current Marriage:         

Name of Current Spouse:       Spouse’s Date of Birth:        

 

Check the appropriate category: 

 

❑A. Ministerial applicant has a former marriage—spouse has no former marriage.  

 

❑B.    Ministerial applicant has no former marriage—spouse does have a former marriage.  

 

❑C.    Ministerial applicant and spouse both have a former marriage. 

 

 

APPLICANT:  Check the box(es) that apply to applicant’s divorce and remarriage history. 

 

❑A.   Divorce occurred because of the infidelity of the former spouse. Complete Forms 1, 2 and TWO copies of Form 3. 

 

❑B.   Divorce occurred prior to initial conversion. Complete Forms 1, 2 and TWO copies of Form 4. 

 

❑C.   Divorce occurred due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse. Complete Forms 1, 2 and TWO copies of Form 5. 

 

 

CURRENT SPOUSE:  Check the box(es) that apply to your current spouse’s divorce and remarriage history. 

 

❑A.   Divorce occurred because of the infidelity of the former spouse. Complete Forms 1, 2 and TWO copies of Form 3. 

 

❑B.   Divorce occurred prior to initial conversion. Complete Forms 1, 2 and TWO copies of Form 4. 

 

❑C.   Divorce occurred due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse. Complete Forms 1, 2 and TWO copies of Form 5. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING APPLICANT’S FORMER MARRIAGE 
 

How many former marriages have you had? ❑0 ❑1  (If 0, complete current spouse section below.) 

 

Date of your former marriage:        Date of your divorce:      

 

Name of former living spouse:        Date of your conversion:      

 

Was your divorce initiated by you? ❑Yes  ❑No Explain:           

 

Were children involved in your former marriage? ❑Yes ❑No If yes, please complete the following: 

 

Applicant’s children from former marriage: 

Name:                Age:     

Name:                Age:     

 

STATEMENT OF AFFIRMATION 

 
In signing this form, I certify that the above responses are true and accurate concerning my former marriage and divorce. 

 
Applicant’s Signature:             Date:     
 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING CURRENT SPOUSE’S MARRIAGE 

 
How many former marriages have you had? ❑0❑1 (If 0, complete applicant section only.) 

 

Date of your former marriage:        Date of your divorce:      

 

Name of former living spouse:        Date of your conversion:      

 

Was your divorce initiated by you? ❑Yes  ❑No Explain:           

 

Were children involved in your former marriage? ❑Yes ❑No If yes, please complete the following: 

 

Spouse’s children from former marriage: 

Name:                Age:     

Name:                Age:     

 

STATEMENT OF AFFIRMATION 

 
In signing this form, I certify that the above responses are true and accurate concerning my former marriage and divorce. 

 

Spouse’s Signature:             Date:      

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE BISHOP RECOMMENDATION 

 
I certify that the applicant and current spouse have been counseled with relative to all areas of this questionnaire and 

hereby recommend them to the State Council and the International Executive Committee for credentials in the Church of 

God. 

 

Administrative Bishop:             Date:      
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FORM 2 – ONE FORMER LIVING SPOUSE 

 

PASTOR’S VERIFICATION STATEMENT 

CONCERNING DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE 

 
This form is to be completed by the present pastor of the ministerial applicant. The completed form is to be mailed or delivered 

to the State/Regional Credentialing Office. It is understood that the information given by the responding pastor is based 

entirely upon his/her personal knowledge of the parties involved. 

 

Applicant’s Full Name                 

 

Name of Current Spouse                 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING APPLICANT’S FORMER MARRIAGE 

 
(If applicant has no former marriage, proceed to section regarding current spouse.) 

 

How many former marriages has the above named applicant had? ❑0   ❑1   

 

Was the applicant’s divorce initiated by him/her? ❑Yes ❑No ❑I do not know. 

Explain:                 

                 

                  

 

Was the applicant’s divorce because of adultery and/or sexual immorality? ❑Yes ❑No ❑I do not know. 

If yes, was the applicant the innocent party? ❑Yes ❑No 

 

[The applicant must be the innocent party in order to be eligible for consideration unless the divorce occurred prior to 

initial conversion or due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse.]  

 

Did the applicant’s divorce occur prior to initial conversion? ❑Yes ❑No  

 

Was the applicant’s divorce due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse? ❑Yes ❑No 

 

Additional information:               
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QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING CURRENT SPOUSE’S FORMER MARRIAGE 

 
(If current spouse has no former marriage, only complete section regarding applicant.) 

 

How many former marriages has the current spouse of the above named applicant had? ❑0 ❑1  

 

Was the divorce of the applicant’s current spouse initiated by him/her? ❑Yes ❑No  

Explain:                 

                 

               
 

Was the divorce of the applicant’s current spouse because of adultery and/or sexual immorality? ❑Yes ❑No 

If yes, was the applicant’s current spouse the innocent party? ❑Yes ❑No 

 

[The applicant’s spouse must be the innocent party in order for the applicant to be eligible for consideration unless the 

divorce occurred prior to conversion or due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse.]  

 

Did the divorce of the applicant’s current spouse occur prior to initial conversion? ❑Yes ❑No  

 

Was the divorce of the applicant’s current spouse due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse? ❑Yes ❑No 

 

Additional information:               

                 

               

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

Pastor’s Name:                

       (please print) 

Church:                 

 

Phone: ( )        Email:          

 

I verify that I have counseled with the applicant and his/her current spouse in person relative to all areas of this questionnaire, 

and 

 

❑ I hereby recommend the applicant to the Administrative Bishop, State Council, and International Executive Committee for 

credentials in the Church of God. 

 

❑ I cannot recommend the applicant for credentials in the Church of God. 

 

 

Pastor’s Signature:             Date:     
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FORM 3 – ONE FORMER LIVING SPOUSE 

 

WITNESS VERIFICATION STATEMENT CONCERNING 

DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE BECAUSE OF 

INFIDELITY OF THE FORMER SPOUSE 

 
This form is to be completed by a non-family member who has personal knowledge concerning the divorce 

(and remarriage) of the ministerial applicant and/or current spouse of the applicant. 

 
I am completing this witness form for: 

☐ Applicant – only complete applicant section        ☐ Applicant’s Current Spouse – only complete spouse section 

 
Name of Witness:                 
        (please print) 

Name of Applicant:                 

 

Name of Applicant’s Current Spouse:              

 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING APPLICANT’S FORMER MARRIAGE 

 
(If applicant has no former marriage, proceed to section regarding current spouse.) 

 
How many former marriages has the above named applicant had? ❑0 ❑1   

 

Was the applicant’s divorce initiated by him/her? ❑Yes ❑No ❑I do not know. 

Explain:                 

                 

                  

 

Was the applicant’s divorce because of adultery and/or sexual immorality? ❑Yes ❑No 

If yes, was the applicant the innocent party? ❑Yes ❑No  

 

Note: In order for an applicant to be eligible for consideration, the applicant or the applicant’s current spouse must be 

the innocent party unless the divorce occurred prior to initial conversion or due to abandonment by an unbelieving 

spouse. 

 
Did you know the applicant at the time of divorce? ❑Yes ❑No  

 

Additional information:               

                 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Continued on reverse) 
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QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING CURRENT SPOUSE’S FORMER MARRIAGE 

 
(If current spouse has no former marriage, only complete section regarding applicant.) 

 

How many former marriages has the current spouse of the above named applicant had? ❑0 ❑1 

 

Was the divorce of the applicant’s current spouse initiated by him/her? ❑Yes ❑No ❑I do not know.  

Explain:                 

                 

                  

 
Was the applicant’s current spouse’s divorce because of adultery and/or sexual immorality? ❑Yes ❑No  

If yes, was the applicant’s current spouse the innocent party? ❑Yes ❑No  

 

Note: In order for an applicant to be eligible for consideration, the applicant or the applicant’s current spouse must be 

the innocent party unless the divorce occurred prior to initial conversion or due to abandonment by an unbelieving 

spouse. 

 

Did you know the applicant’s current spouse at the time of divorce? ❑Yes ❑No  

 
Additional information:               

                 

                  

 

 

 

 

WITNESS INFORMATION 

 

I verify that the information I have given concerning the above referenced applicant and/or spouse is 

true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature of Witness:                

 

Relationship to Applicant/Spouse:               

  

Address of Witness:                 

        Street or P.O. Box 

 

                  

        City State Zip Code 

 

Phone: ( )        Email:           
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FORM 4 – ONE FORMER LIVING SPOUSE 

 

WITNESS VERIFICATION STATEMENT CONCERNING 

DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE BECAUSE OF DIVORCE 

OCCURING PRIOR TO INITIAL CONVERSION 
 

This form is to be completed by a non-family member who has personal knowledge concerning the divorce 

(and remarriage) of the ministerial applicant and/or current spouse of the applicant. 

 
I am completing this witness form for: 

☐ Applicant – only complete applicant section        ☐ Applicant’s Current Spouse – only complete spouse section 

 
Name of Witness:                 
        (please print) 

Name of Applicant:                 

 

Name of Applicant’s Current Spouse:              

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING APPLICANT’S FORMER MARRIAGE 

 
(If applicant has no former marriage, proceed to section regarding current spouse.) 

 

How many former marriages has the above named applicant had? ❑0 ❑1   

 

Was the applicant’s divorce initiated by him/her? ❑Yes ❑No ❑I do not know.  

Explain:                 

                 

                  

 

Did the divorce occur prior to the applicant’s initial conversion? ❑Yes ❑No  

 
Did you know the applicant at the time of divorce? ❑Yes ❑No  

 

Additional information:               

                 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 (Continued on reverse) 
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QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING CURRENT SPOUSE’S FORMER MARRIAGE 

 
(If current spouse has no former marriage, only complete section regarding applicant.) 

 

How many former marriages has the current spouse of the above named applicant had? ❑0 ❑1 

 

Was the divorce of the applicant’s current spouse initiated by him/her? ❑Yes ❑No ❑I do not know. 

Explain:                 

                 

                  

 

Did the divorce occur prior to the applicant’s current spouse’s initial conversion? ❑Yes ❑No  

 
Did you know the applicant’s current spouse at the time of divorce? ❑Yes ❑No  

 

Additional information:               

                 

                  

 

 

 

 

WITNESS INFORMATION 

 

I verify that the information I have given concerning the above referenced applicant and/or spouse is 

true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature of Witness:                

  

Relationship to Applicant/Spouse:               

 

Address of Witness:                 

        Street or P.O. Box 

 

                  

        City State Zip Code 

 

Phone: ( )        Email:           
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FORM 5 – ONE FORMER LIVING SPOUSE 

 

WITNESS VERIFICATION STATEMENT CONCERNING 

DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE DUE TO 

ABANDONMENT BY AN UNBELIEVING SPOUSE 

 
This form is to be completed by a non-family member who has personal knowledge concerning the divorce 

(and remarriage) of the ministerial applicant and/or current spouse of the applicant. 

 
I am completing this witness form for: 

☐ Applicant – only complete applicant section        ☐ Applicant’s Current Spouse – only complete spouse section 

 
Name of Witness:                
        (please print) 

Name of Applicant:                

 

Name of Applicant’s Current Spouse:             

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING APPLICANT’S FORMER MARRIAGE 

 
(If applicant has no former marriage, proceed to section regarding current spouse.) 

 

How many former marriages has the above named applicant had? ❑0 ❑1  

 

Was the applicant’s divorce initiated by him/her? ❑Yes ❑No ❑I do not know.  

Explain:                 

                 

               

 

Was the divorce due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse? ❑Yes ❑No  

Explain:                 

                 

               

 

Did you know the applicant at the time of divorce? ❑Yes ❑No  

 
Additional information:               

                 

               

 

 
 

 

 

(Continued on reverse) 
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QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDING CURRENT SPOUSE’S FORMER MARRIAGE 

 
(If current spouse has no former marriage, only complete section regarding applicant.) 

 
How many former marriages has the current spouse of the above named applicant had? ❑0 ❑1  

 

Was the divorce of the applicant’s current spouse initiated by him/her? ❑Yes ❑No ❑I do not know.  

Explain:                 

                 

               

 
Was the divorce due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse? ❑Yes ❑No  

Explain:                 

                 

               
 

Did you know the applicant’s spouse at the time of divorce? ❑Yes ❑No  

Explain:                 

                 

               

 

Note: In order for an applicant to be eligible for consideration, the applicant or the applicant’s spouse must be the 

innocent party unless the divorce occurred prior to initial conversion or due to abandonment by an unbelieving spouse. 

 
Additional information:               

                 

               

 

 

 

WITNESS INFORMATION 

 

I verify that the information I have given concerning the above referenced applicant and/or spouse is 

true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Signature of Witness:               

 

Relationship to Applicant/Spouse:              

 

Address of Witness:                

        Street or P.O. Box 

 

                 

        City State Zip Code 

 

Phone: ( )        Email:          
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